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Struck-by hazards can be especially dangerous for workers because of the wide 
variety of risks that can be different for every job site. The most common struck-
by hazards that workers need to be aware of include:

• Swinging or Falling Crane or Lifted Loads

• Rolling, Moving, or Sliding Materials

• Vehicles or Heavy Equipment

• Falling or Swinging Objects

• Flying Objects and Debris
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Workers should be wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) at 
the work site when struck-by hazards exist which may include hard hats, safety 
glasses, face protection, protective footwear, and high-visibility safety vests.

New Jersey Case Report 14NJ074

Workers were building a concrete block retaining wall and a backhoe loader was
being used to transport the concrete blocks from a staging area. One of the
workers was standing near the backhoe loader when the operator, not realizing
he was there, rotated the boom.

The backhoe bucket struck the worker’s head and pinned him against a stack of
concrete blocks. He suffered blunt force head injuries and was pronounced dead
at the scene only minutes later. It was his first day on the job.

STRUCK-BY BACKHOE BUCKET

➢ If a worker must enter the swing area for any reason, eye contact as well as 
confirmed communication (verbal, hand signal, or radio) with the operator 
must be established, and the worker should not enter the area until the 
operator signals that it is safe to do so.

Michigan State FACE Report 18MI072

A field manager for a location service was monitoring a boring excavation in an
active roadway with a posted speed limit of 50 mph. Temporary traffic control
signs were placed on each side of the roadway to alert traffic.

Using the equipment required the manager to walk onto the roadway. During the
last equipment check, a vehicle entered the work zone traveling about 55 mph
and directly struck him, propelling him into the air. He died from his injuries
several days later.

STRUCK-BY VEHICLE IN WORK ZONE
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➢ Work zones and traffic control plans must be set up properly, in a way that 
adequately protects all workers at the work zone job site.

➢ Workers should not be in an active roadway without a flagger or spotter.

Michigan Case Report 09MI049

A commercial roofer was working on top a roof when a heavy load of shrink-
wrapped material, weighing approximately 1,900 pounds, fell from a wooden
pallet being transported overhead by a tower crane, and struck him.

The roofing material was not secured to the pallet properly and fell just at the
moment the load was swinging over the worker on the roof. Emergency response
provided care immediately after the incident, but he was declared dead shortly
after at the hospital.

STRUCK-BY FALLING LOAD FROM CRANE

➢ Rigging equipment must be inspected before use and defective rigging 
equipment must be removed from service.

➢ Workers should not be directly underneath a suspended load.

➢ Loads that will be lifted by a crane must be secured and balanced before the 
load is lifted.


